
APPENDIX B. CALIFORNIA RATES AND COSTS OF PREVENTABLE HOSPITALIZATIONS 
OSHPD CALIFORNIA DISCHARGE DATA 1998 

 
TOTAL DISCHARGES for ambulatory care sensitive conditions (ACS): 460,772 
 
PREVENTABLE  ACS DISCHARGES: Total less 5% (irreducible minimum):  437,733  
 
AVERAGE CHARGE per ACS admission: $14,996  
  
ACTUAL PAYMENT per ACS admission (30-40% below charge shown on discharge record)= $8998  

(highly conservative estimate) 
 
TOTAL PREVENTABLE CHARGES = $4 billion for ACS admissions  
 
RATES: 
 
5 ACS admissions per 1,000 population is considered an achievable and reasonable rate for an 
effectively organized health system 
(John Billings, United Hospital Fund report, based on national survey of best practices) 
 
Statewide rate:13.96/1000 residents  
 
County with highest age/gender adjusted rate: Plumas 22/1000 residents 
 

Lowest:  Mono 4.3/1000 residents 
 
Zip code with highest adjusted rate: 90013 – Los Angeles County – with 129.35/1000 
 

Lowest: 93458 Santa Maria  with 2.67/1000 
 
County with highest rate of cases charging more than $100,000: Shasta 
 

Lowest: Mono 
 
 
 

Prepared by: Tom Moore, Jr.  California Works Foundation, and Ellen R. Shaffer 
Source: Codman Research Group



Total California Hospitalizations for Ambulatory Care Sensitive Conditions, 1998 
Adjusted Rate for Age and Sex     Population Size: 171,665 ($ in thousands) 

County/State ACS Rate/1,000 Charged amount 
Plumas County 21.94 $178,864 
Yuba County 21.68 $286,945 

Trinity County 19.67 $188,417 
Sutter County 18.85 $194,904 

Imperial County 17.76 $207,011 
San Bernardino County 17.11 $236,948 

Kings County 17.04 $121,405 
Colusa County 16.95 $141,999 

Los Angeles County 15.95 $261,257 
Tulare County 15.90 $144,961 

San Joaquin County 15.30 $247,377 
Kern County 15.11 $174,665 

Stanislaus County 14.99 $369,916 
Riverside County 14.97 $192,235 

Lake County 14.94 $188,241 
Shasta County 14.64 $327,369 

Amador County 14.40 $166,466 
Tehama County 14.33 $181,661 
Merced County 14.24 $206,287 

Mariposa County 14.20 $124,474 
Mendocino County 14.17 $117,356 

Butte County 14.02 $131,398 
Humboldt County 13.96 $161,707 
Alameda County 13.93 $200,874 

Sacramento County 13.80 $265,736 
Modoc County 13.65 $136,985 
Fresno County 13.27 $135,803 
Solano County 12.92 $234,328 

San Francisco County 12.75 $184,283 
Monterey County 12.57 $179,459 
San Benito County 12.57 $161,066 

Contra Costa County 12.56 $223,600 
Madera County 12.50 $112,686 

Tuolumne County 12.50 $129,194 
Nevada County 12.44 $128,710 
Sierra County 12.36 $86,618 
Glenn County 12.28 $144,444 
Yolo County 12.10 $183,648 

Del Norte County 12.09 $126,087 
Napa County 11.82 $149,266 

El Dorado County 11.26 $130,852 
Orange County 10.98 $168,034 
Siskiyou County 10.96 $86,088 



Placer County 10.81 $165,487 
Ventura County 10.78 $149,954 

Calaveras County 10.69 $129,983 
San Diego County 10.60 $145,332 
Sonoma County 10.20 $107,325 

Santa Clara County 10.11 $148,755 
San Luis Obispo County 10.08 $148,282 

Santa Cruz County 9.54 $142,660 
San Mateo County 9.54 $158,260 

Santa Barbara County 9.47 $113,254 
Lassen County 9.29 $110,616 
Marin County 8.51 $125,046 
Inyo County 8.34 $98,717 

Alpine County 7.83 $84,228 
Mono County 4.31 $42,984 

 



INCREASE IN AMBULATORY CARE SENSITIVE HOSPITALIZATIONS, RATE PER 1,000 
ADMITS,  TOTAL  CALIFORNIA 1997-1998     

CaseType  Admits 
1997 

Rate/1000 
1997 

Admits 
1998 

Rate/1000 
1998 

ACS-ALL ACS CONDITIONS 449,702 13.62 460,772 13.96 
ACS-PREVENTABLE 2,574 0.08 2,938 0.09 

Congenital Syphillis 38 0.00 24 0.00 
Immunization Preventable Conds  558 0.02 700 0.02 

Iron Deficiency Anemia 1,355 0.04 1,632 0.05 
Nutritional Deficiency 314 0.01 314 0.01 

Failure to Thrive 309 0.01 268 0.01 
ACS-RAPID ONSET 237,291 7.19 248,569 7.53 

Convulsions  13,550 0.41 13,635 0.41 
Severe ENT Infection 4,810 0.15 4,307 0.13 
Bacterial Pneumonia 86,854 2.63 95,703 2.90 

Cellulitis 30,565 0.93 31,516 0.95 
Hypoglycemia 7,714 0.23 8,526 0.26 

Diabetes w/Ketoacidosis 10,805 0.33 10,857 0.33 
Gastroenteritis 10,908 0.33 11,247 0.34 

Kidney/Urinary Infection 37,077 1.12 38,134 1.16 
Dehydration/Vol Depletion 30,599 0.93 30,656 0.93 

Pelvic Inflammatory Disease 4,409 0.13 3,988 0.12 
ACS-CHRONIC 209,837 6.36 209,265 6.34 

Grand Mal & Epil Convulsion 5,591 0.17 4,977 0.15 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 1,427 0.04 1,442 0.04 

Other Tuberculosis 481 0.01 459 0.01 
COPD 42,287 1.28 44,808 1.36 

Asthma 39,254 1.19 36,178 1.10 
Congestive Heart Failure  82,315 2.49 86,685 2.63 

Hypertension 5,322 0.16 5,480 0.17 
Angina 20,090 0.61 16,290 0.49 

Diabetes w/Complications  903 0.03 806 0.02 
Diabetes w/o Complications  5,274 0.16 5,318 0.16 

Skin Grafts 5,209 0.16 5,063 0.15 
Dental Conditions  1,684 0.05 1,759 0.05 

 



DETAIL: SAN MATEO COUNTY - INCREASE IN CASES AND COSTS FOR AMBULATORY 
CARE SENSITIVE HOSPITALIZATIONS, RATE PER 1,000 ADMITS, 1997-1998     

($ in thousands) 
CaseType  Adms 

1997 
Charged 

amt 
Adms 
1998 

Charged amt 

ACS-ALL ACS CONDITIONS 8.66 $122,858 9.54 $158,260 
ACS-PREVENTABLE 0.06 $1,906 0.07 $2,306 

Congenital Syphillis 0.00 $52 0 $0 
Immunization Preventable Conds  0.01 $66 0.02 $673 

Iron Deficiency Anemia 0.02 $166 0.02 $202 
Nutritional Deficiency 0.03 $1,589 0.02 $1,285 

Failure to Thrive 0.01 $50 0.01 $184 
ACS-RAPID ONSET 4.67 $60,689 5.22 $78,683 

Convulsions  0.31 $3,064 0.27 $3,468 
Severe ENT Infection 0.08 $504 0.09 $709 
Bacterial Pneumonia 1.69 $28,830 2.09 $41,622 

Cellulitis 0.68 $6,415 0.72 $7,763 
Hypoglycemia 0.16 $2,818 0.16 $2,615 

Diabetes w/Ketoacidosis 0.24 $3,548 0.23 $3,436 
Gastroenteritis 0.16 $1,247 0.19 $1,423 

Kidney/Urinary Infection 0.61 $6,095 0.7 $8,545 
Dehydration/Vol Depletion 0.66 $7,139 0.68 $7,857 

Pelvic Inflammatory Disease 0.09 $1,012 0.09 $1,220 
ACS-CHRONIC 3.94 $60,401 4.25 $77,346 

Grand Mal & Epil Convulsion 0.09 $1,605 0.11 $1,804 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 0.02 $1,346 0.04 $1,604 

Other Tuberculosis 0.01 $348 0.01 $238 
COPD 0.62 $12,238 0.71 $13,449 

Asthma 0.80 $7,903 0.82 $9,261 
Congestive Heart Failure  1.86 $30,039 1.97 $40,205 

Hypertension 0.08 $711 0.07 $865 
Angina 0.24 $2,412 0.25 $2,773 

Diabetes w/Complications  0.01 $67 0.01 $46 
Diabetes w/o Complications  0.06 $606 0.08 $854 

Skin Grafts 0.13 $2,960 0.16 $5,855 
Dental Conditions  0.02 $162 0.03 $494 

 


